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Welcome to Olney Pre-School 

Based in the heart of the town, in the community‟s Olney Centre, 

Olney Pre-School is a warm and welcoming environment where 

your child will learn and develop through play.   Olney Pre-

School welcomes children from the age of 2 years 9 months to 5 

years, who live in Olney and the surrounding catchment area.  

We understand that choosing the right pre-school for your child 

is an important decision, therefore we strive to create a fun, 

challenging and secure environment.  Children enjoy a wide 

variety of learning opportunities, planned by our enthusiastic 

team of well qualified, dedicated and experienced practitioners. 

History and Structure 

Olney Pre-School has been serving the families of Olney and the 

surrounding villages for over 40 years and is now preparing a 

second generation of 4 year olds for their transition to Infant 

School. We are served by a parent-run management committee, 

ensuring that parents play an important role in the success of 

the pre-school. As a registered charity, we are extremely 
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grateful for the continued efforts of our committee, parents and 

the community, who raise vital funds throughout the year. 

Facilities 

 We have two spacious indoor rooms, arranged to 

facilitate investigative and creative play, independence 

and the pursuit of individual interests. 

 We have a large, secure outdoor play area, which we 

use in all weathers, supporting children to learn in the 

environment that best suits their learning style.  

  Our ICT equipment enables children to explore 

technology and develop their understanding safely. 

  We have the facilities to offer regular cooking activities 

to all children. 

 We have a wealth of resources and equipment that are 

used in both child-led and adult-initiated activities to 

support and develop learning. 

 We plan a range of out-of-setting trips throughout the 

year, which we are delighted to invite parents to share. 

These broaden the range of learning experiences we 

can offer the children and enhance our links with the 

local community. 
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Session Times 

Sessions run Monday to Friday, following Milton Keynes term 

times. We offer a choice of morning or afternoon sessions: 

9.15am – 11.45am.  12.30pm – 3pm. 

We are pleased to offer a lunch club on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, enabling children to stay for a full day.  Please 

contact us for more details as numbers are limited. 

Our Aims and Objectives 

 To support the individual and diverse ways in which 

children learn and develop, through play, nurturing 

relationships and practical experiences. 

 To provide a secure and stimulating environment that 

considers the emotional and physical well-being of every 

child. 

 To support children‟s transitions into the pre-school 

environment, between different childcare providers and 

into full time schooling. 

 To provide equal opportunities for all children, promoting 

equality and inclusion and celebrating diversity. 

Key Person System 

At Olney Pre-School we operate a successful Key Person 

system, in line with best practice recommendations. Young 

children learn best when they can form a strong bond with a 

familiar adult, who understands their needs, preferred learning 

styles and interests, in partnership with their parents or carers. 

Every child has their own Key Person who will ease their settling 

in, support and track their progress and form an effective, 

friendly relationship with the child‟s parents and carers.  
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We encourage an open dialogue between parents and key 

workers on a daily basis and hold formal meetings throughout 

the year to discuss progress. We aim to operate a ratio of 1 

adult to 6 children, across each session, ensuring the children 

get the individual attention they require. 

Your Child‟s Key Person will: 

 Aim to form a close relationship with your child, 

encouraging them to feel safe and understood while 

gaining a sense of belonging; 

 observe your child at play and in their social interactions; 

 encourage you to contribute your knowledge of your 

child‟s interests and achievements; 

 plan appropriate experiences, play opportunities and 

support, based on an amalgam of their observations of 

your child‟s needs and interests and your contributed 

knowledge; 

 keep confidential records of their observations to share 

with you; 

 track your child‟s progress, through descriptions, 

photographs and examples of their work, in their 

“Learning Journey”, together with your “Learning Stories 

from Home”. This provides a rounded and lasting record 

of their development during their time at pre-school; 

 discuss their progress with you and how they plan to 

extend your child‟s learning; and 

 have access to training and professional development 

opportunities, to remain abreast of best practice and 

current research in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
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Comments from Parents:  

„The Key Person system works brilliantly. Our daughter loves 

having a special person‟. 
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Our Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage supports children‟s welfare, 

learning and development from birth to the end of the 

Foundation year (Reception) at school. The EYFS recognises 

every child as an individual and a competent learner. It 

advocates a play-based approach to learning and development, 

firmly based on wide-ranging research into the needs of young 

children. Practitioners at Olney Pre-School use the principles 

and structure of the EYFS to provide appropriate learning 

experiences to support each child‟s individual strengths and 

needs. All six „Areas of Learning‟ are of equal importance, and 

activities are planned to provide learning opportunities across 

multiple areas.  

 

Comments from parents  

 ‘I like the fact that she is learning to socialise, make friends and 

always comes out with a smile on her face.’ 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children are helped to develop 

confidence, empathy, 

independence, self-reliance, self-

respect and a disposition to learn, 

through play opportunities and 

individual support. They are 

encouraged both to work 

individually and to share and to co-

operate with other children and 

adults. Children are supported to 

become familiar with the 

behavioural Golden Rules, while 

their opinions and contributions are valued and recognised. 

Communication, Language and Literacy 

Practitioners are skilled in supporting the development of 

children‟s language and communication skills. Children are 

encouraged to extend their vocabulary and fluency by talking 

and listening. They explore rhythm, rhyme and phonics through 

stories, musical activities and sound games, while the physical 

skills necessary for writing are fostered through play activities. 

Children are helped to understand that written symbols carry 

meaning, and are encouraged in their emergent writing when 

ready. 

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy 

Through practical experience and play children become familiar 

with counting skills, numbers, sorting, matching, ordering and 

sequencing patterns. They are supported to use mathematical 

language in their play, and to suggest solutions to practical 

problems. A wide variety of activities help children investigate 

shape, size, dimension, position and capacity, according to 

their own areas of interest.   
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Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

Children are offered a wide variety of opportunities to help them make 

sense of the world, through developing understanding, skills and 

knowledge. Exploration and investigation of materials and objects is 

encouraged, together with the use of a range of tools and ICT equipment. 

²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

of other cultures, and their understanding of difference. 

Physical Development 

Children have daily opportunities to create and meet physical 

challenges safely, both indoors and out, improving their skills of 

coordination, control, fine-motor manipulation, confident 

movement and balance. They are encouraged to enjoy physical 

activity, and develop healthy habits as they learn about 

exercise, food and hygiene. 

Creative Development 

Children are encouraged to explore, share and express their 

ideas and feelings, make connections and respond to 

experiences in their own way.  A wide range of equipment and 

materials, as well as natural resources, are provided to allow for 

sustained exploration of colour, form, texture and 

representation.  Imagination and creative thinking are 

supported and valued by practitioners, who plan role-play 

opportunities and encourage children to make props to support 

their play. Children are encouraged to join in with, create and 

respond to music through adult-led and child-initiated activities. 

Comments from Parents: 



9 

 

 ‘The staff  are lovely and excellent at playing with the children.’ 

 ‘Fantastic range of activities.’ 

 ‘Lots of busy, happy children.’ 

 

Parental Involvement 

Olney Pre-School is a registered charity and managed by a 

Committee of parents to guidelines set out by the Pre-School 

Learning Alliance.  This ensures that major decision-making is 

strongly influenced by the parents and carers whose children 

attend the pre-school. The Committee is responsible for the 

review of policies 

and practices, 

guided by the 

expertise of the 

Staff, and for the 

employment of 

practitioners.  

Parents are invited 

to attend the Annual 

General Meeting 

which is held once a year and are welcomed to Committee 

meetings.  We encourage parents to attend their child‟s 

sessions as a regular or occasional helper, joining in with the 

children‟s activities, supporting practitioners and sharing their 

knowledge and individual expertise. 

Comments from Parents: 

 „Staff and committee do a fantastic job preparing the 

children for school‟. 
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 „Our children have loved coming to pre-school and we 

are so grateful for the happy, exciting and caring 

environment you have provided for them‟. 
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Starting Pre-School  

Before starting pre-school you will receive a New Starter Pack 

providing you with all the information you need.  We will invite 

you and your child to an induction session to meet your Key 

Person and explore pre-school. We value everything you can tell 

us about your child, their needs, preferences, likes and dislikes. 

This helps us plan appropriate activities, experiences and 

support to help them settle in and respond positively to the 

transition. We have a great deal of experience in helping 

children become accustomed to the pre-school environment 

and separation from parents and carers, so please let us know 

of any anxieties you or your child 

may have. 

Please dress your child suitably 

for messy and physical play. Your 

child will be involved in numerous 

activities each day and will be 

encouraged to be quite 

independent in their actions. You 

may want to purchase Olney Pre-

School T-shirts and sweatshirts 

from us and, while this is by no 

means compulsory, it does give 

the child a sense of belonging.  

Sun hats and bags are also 

available to purchase.  We ask 

that children wear soft-soled shoes, such as plimsolls, for their 

own stability and the safety of others. 

Please label all of your child‟s clothing and belongings to ensure 

items do not get lost. The children will spend time in the garden 

every session: to ensure their comfort and safety please dress 

them appropriately for the weather and season, with warm 

outdoor clothing in cold weather and a sunhat during the 
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summer. Sunscreen should be applied before arrival at pre-

school. We have a good supply of all-in-one waterproofs and 

wellies for all children to use for outdoor play on rainy and 

snowy days. 

Additional Needs 

Through constant discussion and observation we will be very 

aware of your child‟s individual strengths and interests. 

However, some children may need additional support to ensure 

that the learning opportunities at pre-school are tailored to their 

needs.  We have a trained Special Educational Needs Co-

ordinator (SENCO) who works closely with the child‟s parents to 

provide extra support where needed.  We maintain strong links 

with other professionals, such as Health Visitors, Speech & 

Language Therapists and Sure Start Family Support Workers. 

Olney Pre-School is an inclusive environment where 

individuality is respected and promoted.  All information about 

the children is strictly confidential. 

Policies 

We have fully comprehensive policies to ensure that Olney Pre-

School meets statutory practice standards and welfare 

requirements, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage and 

Every Child Matters frameworks.  Our policies and procedures 

can be viewed at any time by speaking to a member of staff; 

questions, suggestions and feedback are always welcomed. 

You can view our Ofsted report at www.ofsted.gov.uk by 

searching for Olney Pre-School. 

Fees 

Olney Pre-School is funded by receiving a session fee for each 

child.  This session fee is either paid by the parents, or by the 

government.  All children are eligible to receive funding from the 
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government for up to 15 hours a week, for 38 weeks a year, 

starting the term after their 3rd birthday. 

Sessions are invoiced half-termly and should be paid within the 

first two weeks of each half-term. 
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Contact Us 

If you have any further enquiries please feel free to contact us: 

Email:  info@olneypreschool.org.uk   

Telephone:  01234 240042 

Address: Olney Pre-School, The Olney Centre, High Street, 

Olney, Buckinghamshire, MK46 4EF 

Web: www.olneypre-school.org.uk 

Useful Websites 

www.ofsted.gov.uk (Office of Standards in Education) 

www.pre-school.org.uk (Pre School Learning Alliance) 

www.nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/earlyyears 

(Early Years Foundation Stage)  

  


